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Lord Meghnad Jagdishchandra 
Desai is an India-born British economist and Labour 
politician. He is a member of the British House of Lords. 
Until 2005 he was the Director of the Centre for the 
Study of Global Governance at the London School of 
Economics, which he founded in 1992, and at which he 
is now Professor Emeritus. He has written on a wide 
range of topics, from macroeconomics to Bollywood. His 
books include Marxian Economic Theory; Marx’s Revenge: 
The Resurgence of Capitalism and the Death of Statist 
Socialism; Nehru’s Hero: Dilip Kumar in the Life of India; and, 
most recently, The Rediscovery of India. He is currently a 
member of the Nalanda Mentor Group which is tasked 
with the supervision of the revived Nalanda University 
in Bihar, India. 

Officially inaugurated in August 2009, the 
Nalanda-Sriwijaya Centre 
at the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies 
pursues research on historical interac-
tions among Asian societies and civilisa-
tions. It serves as a forum for compre-
hensive study of the ways in which Asian 
polities and societies have interacted over 
time through religious, cultural, and eco-
nomic exchanges and diasporic networks. 
Details about the Centre’s activities can 
be found at
www.iseas.edu.sg/nsc
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Date:  	 12 August 2010 

Time: 	 10.00am to12.30pm
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